MINUTES OF CHARLTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 17 JAN 08


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF CHARLTON PARISH COUNCIL
Held on Thursday 17 January 2008 at 7.30 pm in the Charlton Recreation Centre
Present:  Cllrs Wilkins (Chairman), Brothwood, Burne, Dickens (Items 1-15 only), Hart, Neel, Mrs Pollard, Miss Walker, M Bromley Gardner (Clerk).  PC Elliott.  No members of the public.
1.
Welcome.  The Chairman started the meeting by welcoming PC Phil Elliott of the Community Policing team.


2.
Apologies.  Cllr Mrs Cripps, WCC Cllr Soden, NWDC Cllrs Sturgis and Vines.


3.
Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  None.  The Clerk had been warned of one issue that would be raised however the promised letter had not arrived.
4.
Declarations of Interest.  None.

5.
Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 18 Oct 07, having been circulated in advance, were approved and signed.  

6.
Matters Arising from the Last Meeting.  Nothing significant. 
7.
Community Policing.  At this point the Chairman suspended the meeting in order to receive a short briefing from the police.  The key point was that PC Elliott undertook to liaise with his colleagues to arrange for ‘road strips’ (which record vehicle speed and weight) to be placed in Charlton this year; the data was not made public but the analysis by traffic police could be.  It was decided to hold a PC debate on traffic in the village at the Jul 08 meeting.







        Action:  Clerk
At the end of this item the meeting resumed.
8.
Bus Shelter.  The Clerk apologized to Councillors that he had gone ahead and authorized the repairs to the bus shelter roof before discovering that the insurers had decided that the PC was underinsured by 80%.  Insurers were offering about £90 instead of the full £900.  It was decided to increase the insurance of the 2 bus shelters to £5000 each as soon as possible.  




          Action:  RFO
It was also decided to review the complete PC insurance policy; target date – the May meeting. 








        Action:  Clerk
There had been no response yet from Westlea about measures to reduce the risk of further damage occurring.
9.
Finance.

a.
Situation.  In bank - £2222.  Payments out expected:  £750 for the PCC for churchyard maintenance; £50 to the Village Hall.
b.
Payments.  The following payments were authorized:  
· Cheque number 000285, £105.75 to Holland Handling for skip hire.
· 000286, £1057.50 to Darren Freeth Roofing for the repairs to the bus shelter roof.
· 000287, £50 to the Royal British Legion for the Remembrance Day poppy wreath.
· 000288, £50 to the Village Hall Committee.
10.
Precept 08/09).  It was decided to increase the precept by £400 to £4400.  It was acknowledged that this was a 10% increase, but it was on a very small base.  The PC wanted to be in a position to be able to support the Village Hall committee.
11.
Post Office Closures.  There was no very strong feeling to fight the closure in the village.  It was decided to write to the Post Office to object.  




     Action:  Clerk and Chairman
12.
WOMAD.  WOMAD hadn’t yet replied to the Chairman’s letter proposing that they agree to become involved in a village project.  It was felt that they may be more likely to offer practical help rather than money.  It was decided that the views of the public living in the parish should be sought at the APM; we would also be able to advertise the WOMAD 2008 first public meeting.                 

        Action:  Clerk
13.
One Council.  The Chairman reported on the Area 1 Committee discussions about the proposed new Area Boards.  There were no significant answers yet.
14.
Planning.  The application for Cocksroost was raised:  it had been on circulation and had already received sufficient ‘no objections’ to be cleared without further discussion. Since the last meeting 1 Pikefield Crescent, Bisley House and the Sawmills had all received permission.  There had been a proposal for an agricultural development on Vicarage Lane which, as an agricultural development, did not need permission.  The Clerk was asked to check whether the new build on Pink Lane had approval for 3 floors.








    

        Action:  Clerk
Afternote:  it had.

15.
Significant Correspondence.  None.
16.
Councillors’ Reports.  None.
17.
Councillors’ Observations and Items for the Next Meeting.  
· Cllr Mrs Cripps mentioned the holes in The Street around the man-hole cover and on Pink Lane east of the junction at Elm Farm.  Afternote:  both were reported by the Clerk to CLARENCE; the potholes on The Street were repaired by the Parish Steward within days.

· Andy Hart announced that he would stand down as a Councillor immediately at the end of the meeting (on moving out of the village and parish).  A new cheque signatory would be needed:  it was agreed that this would be Simon Burne.  A new circulation route for hard copy papers was agreed.  NWDC would need to be notified.

  




   Action:  Clerk and RFO
18.
Next Meetings.  The next meeting was confirmed as 17 Jan 08, and the following dates for 2008 were selected:


March  – 13th (Annual Parish Meeting, with PC meeting afterwards for urgent items only)

May – 15th (Annual Parish Council Meeting)

July – 17th

October – 16th
19.
Before the meeting ended, the Chairman proposed a vote of thanks to Andy Hart for his work as a Councillor over many years; this was agreed unanimously.

The meeting closed at 9.40pm.
Chairman
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